
Joint Spring Meeting on Wednesday, May 17, 2017 

 

The Northeast Section of the American Institute of Professional Geologists held its Spring 

Meeting in Paterson New Jersey. It was a joint meeting among NE-AIPG and three other 

professional organizations of geologists and engineers. Joining the Northeast Section were 

members of the Association of Environmental & Engineering Geologists (New York-

Philadelphia Chapter), the Long Island Association of Professional Geologists (LIAPG), and the 

New Jersey-NYC Post of Society of American Military Engineers (SAME).  

 

Approximately 40 people met at the Paterson Great Falls Park overlook and enjoyed a sunny and 

very summer-like day (96°F) in Paterson, New Jersey. We had a guided tour by Park personnel 

where we viewed some of the former brick factories and infrastructure and also old water course 

“raceways” built during the 1800s. We viewed the basaltic cliffs of the waterfalls and walked 

along the trails flanking the river and connecting the urban environment. We learned about the 

rich industrial history of the area including the various historical figures who helped developed 

Paterson as a planned industrial city after Alexander Hamilton championed its location and 

beautiful waterfalls along the Passaic River in 1792. We also heard about historical child labor 

abuses in the factories (some of the stories sounded like typical geology field hours with similar 

terrible conditions!). 

 

After the guided portion, many people remained in the park strolling along the trails and taking 

photos. We then made our way to Riverside Manor restaurant where we enjoyed a “cold 

beverage” and networked among the four organizations. During the dinner buffet a representative 

of each of the four organizations provided a brief introduction to their group and its mission. 

Section President Jessica McEachern spoke for NE-AIPG, Curt Schmidt (Vice Chair) 

represented AEG NY-Philly, Susan Thames introduced us to SAME, and Cheryl Neary (Director) 

said a few words on behalf of LIAPG. 

 

We were lucky to have Mr. Gianfranco (John) Archimede, City of Paterson, Director - Division 

of Historic Preservation, present us with an historical overview “The Creation of the Great Falls 

Historical District and National Park as a Catalyst for Development.” John is very 

knowledgeable and experienced, having an academic background and career interests in 

industrial archeology and urban planning. Among the area’s long history, an historical 

organization the Society for Establishing Useful Manufacturers (S.U.M.) was instrumental in the 

early development of water power systems for industrial use that supported the various types of 

manufacturing into the 20th century.  The Great Falls National Historical Park is an example of 

cities like Paterson using their natural resource as a catalyst to spur community development and 

provide recreational facilities.   
 

 



 

View from Overlook Park of the falls tumbling over the basaltic cliffs.  

 

Geologists gather in the shade while park personal provide a guided tour and historical information. 

 



 

Many in the group tour enjoyed the walking trails and taking photos along the watercourse during a hot 

sunny day at Great Falls Park. 

 

 

View of the upper falls area and walking trails at Paterson Great Falls Park. 



 

Enjoying the views and each other’s company are AIPG members and friends (left to right) Bill Prohoda, 

Mike McEachern, Charlie Rich, Loren Lasky (AEG), Curt Schimdt (AEG), Jessica McEachern, and Mike 

Hanlon (SAME). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Detail view of the some of the many falls that spill over the volcanic basalt cliffs. 

 

 

Great Falls Park is unique in its location within the urban backdrop of former manufacturing in Paterson.  



 

Alexander Hamilton and the Society for Establishing Useful Manufacturers (S.U.M.) recognized the 

power of the waterfalls in the early industrial development of Paterson.   

 

 

The many walkways afforded multiple views of the upper falls and volcanic basalts of the Passaic River. 

 



 

Although it looks peaceful and serene, you can see the precipitous drops along the basalt ridges 

(foreground) that form multiple waterfalls as you walk along the park paths and connecting bridges 

 

An oblique aerial view was very helpful to provide an overview of the park and surrounding urban 

features including old raceways (watercourses) that will be rehabilitated to flow again. 


